$ H.ML in high spirits
The Kmperor has linullv decided to purt \\ith Biilow.   We arc about
to dine, with a corpse. * There is, therefore, no need to throw cither
the Death Duties w .Prussian I'Yunchise, Reform into his grave with
him.1'   Such was Mchncrt's story, as he told it, after my retirement
to my old friend, the President of the Saxon Upper I louse, Count
Friednch Vit'/thum.   lleydebrand hud very exact information on
His Majesty's attitude towards me.   He hud been at school with
Count Anton Monts and, although they were at opposite poles
politically (Monts was inclined to be Ldt AVin^ ^u*y had always
remained good friends.   When, in Venice, the. Kmperor enilamed
him with the idea that he might possibly succeed me, Monts had
written straight oil'to Heydebraml saying that he mi^ht count it a
certainty that His Majesty would dispense with my services.  He
had not, however, betrayed the^tact that he deluded himself with
the hope of succeeding me, since he knew how unenthuaiastic
lleydebrand would be at the idea*    He hud only left him in no
doubt that my position with the Kaiser was badly shaken.
Many, all too many, straws in the wind, so clearly showed that
my present difficulties could be traced back to the one exalted
source, that I decided to clear things up once and tor all   1 re-
quested a private audience^ which was ({runted, on i8th May at
Wiesbaden,   1 found the Kmperor In \\i\\\\ ^spirits.   He greeted me
with the assurance that, this time, his Vienna reception had " really
and truly " surpassed all he, had ever encountered on such occasions,
in the way of enthusiastic devotion,   1 le was also very proud of his
political successes in Corfu.   He had won the Greeks for ever to our
side, and they formed a major acquisition to our political credit
account,   On the strength of my former residence, of nearly two
years* duration in Greece, 1 suggested that the modern Greeks, by
reason of their political disorders, their military weakness, and the
little reliance to be placed in them, recalled rather the Gracculi of
the Ronron Empire than the heroen of Marathon and Thermopylae,
and that therefore we should be ilUulvinal to wake them a serious
factor in our policy,  His Majesty's good humour vanished at once,
nor did his temper improve when 1 began to broach the subject of
Finance Reform whicn, in itself, both wearied and annoyed him.
But I made him understand, quite plainly, thut I should have to
present a detailed report.   Several tinier he showed clear signs of
impatience, and twice or three times scarcely managed to stifle a
yawn,   I did not pay the slightest attention to this, and talked to
him for a good hour on the attitudes of the various parties, the
situation in the Reichstag, and its repercussions on myself.   My
may perhaps have been too detailed, but I made things as